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	Vocabulary

Lesson 2: Base Words and Word Roots


In this lesson, you’ll learn ten useful English words that are based on Latin roots.  Knowing the meanings of base words and word roots can help you guess the meaning of a new word.  Sometimes, however, the exact meaning isn’t clear from the root.  It’s always safer to look up new words in a dictionary.

WORD LIST

	brevity
	equanimity
	stringent
	tenacious

	carnage
	incisive
	temporize
	verify

	credence
	legacy
	
	


Exercise A: Latin Roots

On your own, without a dictionary, use the information provided below to write the probable definition of each vocabulary word.  

1.  Ver is a Latin root meaning “truth.”  The Latin suffix –ify or –fy means “to make something to become.”  Verify probably means ​​​​​__________________________________________________.

2.  Cred is a Latin root meaning “belief.”  The Latin suffix –ence means “state” or “condition.”  Credence probably means _________________________________________________________.  
3.  Equa is a Latin root meaning “level” or “even.”  The Latin suffix –ity means “to cause a condition or action.”  Equanimity probably means __________________________________________________.  
4.  String or strict is a Latin root meaning “to tie.”  The Latin suffix –ent means “to cause a condition or action.”  Stringent probably means ___________________________________________________.

5.  Carn is a Latin root that means “flesh.”  Carnage probably means ________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.

6.  Brev is a Latin root that means “short.”  Brevity probably means __________________________

________________________________________________________________________________.

7.  Incis is a Latin root meaning “to cut.”  Incisive probably means ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________________.

8.  Leg is a Latin root meaning “law.”  Legacy probably means ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________.

9.  Tene is a Latin root that means “to hold.”  The French and Latin suffix –ious means “full of.”  Tenacious probably means _________________________________________________________.

10.  Temp is a Latin root meaning “time.”  The Greek suffix –ize makes a word a verb.  Temporize probably means __________________________________________________________________.

Exercise B: Dictionary Definitions

Check your definition in Exercise A by looking up each vocabulary word in a dictionary.  Write the meaning.  How close did you come to the correct meaning?

1.  verify ________________________________________________________________________

2.  credence ____________________________________________________________________
3.  equanimity ___________________________________________________________________

4.  stringent ____________________________________________________________________

5.  carnage ____________________________________________________________________

6.  brevity ______________________________________________________________________

7. incisive ____________________________________________________________________

8.  legacy ____________________________________________________________________

9.  tenacious ____________________________________________________________________

10.  temporize ____________________________________________________________________

Exercise C: Synonyms

Write the vocabulary word that corresponds to the expression in italics.

1.  Jason said he liked the play because of its short duration! ________________________________

2.  The bloody slaughter on the battlefield sickened the soldiers. _____________________________

3.  She approached the courtroom with evenness of mind.  _________________________________

4.  The new teacher announced that she would enforce strict anticheating rules.  ________________

5.  Lucia’s stubborn and firm nature helped her become the leading scorer on the soccer team._____

________________________________________________________________________________
Exercise D: Root families

On a separate sheet of paper, create word webs for three of the vocabulary words in this lesson.  Draw a circle with the word in the center; then, add as many words as you can that have the same root.

